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A SHORT HISTORY OF OUR TIMES
Mr. Ramsay MacDonald's First Government
Thus, on January 22, 1924, when Mr. Baldwin resigned, it fell to Mr. Ramsay MacDonald, the leader of the Labour party, to form the new Government. In addition to the well-known Labour or Socialist leaders, Mr. Clynes, Mr. Henderson, Mr. J. H. Thomas, Mr. Snowden and Mr. Sidney Webb, his Cabinet included several former Liberals, such as Lord Haldane, Sir C. P. Trevelyan, Mr. Josiah Wedgwood, Mr. Noel Buxton, one former Conservative, Lord Parmoor, an ex-Viceroy of India, Lord Chelmsford, and a soldier hitherto unknown to politics, Brigadier-General Birdwood Thomson. The composition of the Government looked reassuring, and it was hoped that the Liberal element in it would help to the mutual understanding with the Liberal party which was plainly necessary if it were to remain in office.
These hopes were disappointed. No working arrangement was established between the Government and its Liberal supporters or the Whips' departments of the two parties. Friction which might have been prevented by consultation between them developed early in the House of Commons, and was aggravated in the constituencies, where the Labour party refused to withdraw opposition to candidates and members upon whose support they were relying in the House of Commons. It soon became clear that the same parties could not long continue to support each other in Parliament, if they were fighting each other in the country. Ardent Socialists who had expected a new era to dawn when a Labour Government came into power could not understand the limit which was placed on its activities by the fact that it was in a minority in Parliament. Liberals complained that they were reduced to " hewers of wood and drawers of water " for a Government in which they had no voice, and which was proving even less progressive than they wished it to be.
Not much could have been expected of the most advanced Government in die short time that Mr. Ramsay MacDonald's had at its disposal, and its most important legislation was Mr. Wheadeys Housing Act, which provided for the building Qt 2,500,000 houses spread ova: a period of fifty years, houses
